
Northern lreland r a trouhled past
Northern lreland has had a histoty dominated by sectarian conJlict. The conJlict
increased in in the late 1960s and the tension turned into violence, which continued
until the late 1990s. This period of time is known as 'The Troubles' .
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Northern Ireland was created in 1920 by the
Government of Ireland Act. The Act granted home
rule to Ireland, apart from six counties in the north
east. The population there included many Protestant
descendants of Scottish and English settlers and
these people opposed the idea of home rule. When
the Northern Irish Parliament opened in the capital,
Belfast, in 1921, it was domrnated by Unionists
(mostly Protestant) who supported the union with
Britain. In the decades that followed, the Catholic
community faced a lot of social discrimination and
tension between the two communities buili up.

T Why is the island of lreland divided in two parts?

Read the text on this page and check your

knowledge.
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2 Write appropriate titles for each paragraph.

Choose from:

. The difficult road to peace
o Direct rule imposed by Britain
o The creation of Nofthern lreland
o The Troubles.

In the late l96Os, the Catholic community started t.
campaign strongly for equal rights and Protestar..
loyalists (loyal to the British Crown) responde;
with counter-protests. The tension soon turned int,:
violence and, in 1969, lhe British Government sen:
soldiers into the country. The violence escalated ani
in 1972, Northern Ireland's Parliament was suspende;
and direct rule was imposed from London.

During the 1970s, 1980s and early 1990s paramilitar-.
groups carried out violent campaigns. The IRA (lrish
Republican Army) was responsible for bomb and gur
attacks in Britain and Northern Ireland that targete:
police, soldiers, politicians and civilians. Loyalis.
paramilitary groups responded with a campaign c'
violence against the Catholic community. Durin:
'The Troubles' over 3,600 peoplôdied, most of the n-

civilians

In the early 1990s, negotiations took plgôe betweer
political parties and the governments of the UK an;
Ireland. After several years of talks, the IRA and loya1is.
paramilitary groups agreed on a ceaseflre and in 199:
the Good Friday Agreement was signed. This n,a-.

the first step in the long road towards peace whicr
culminated in the Irish elections in March 2007.

3 Read these pages and answerthe questions.

Who dominated the Northern lrish parliament
in 1921?

Why did the British government send soldiers
into Northern lreland in 1969?

What happened during the period of time knou,.
as 'The Troubles'?

What agreement was signed in 1998? Why was
it impodant?

What happened in Derry on 'Bloody Sunday'?

What examples of films about The Troubles
are given?
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