Northern Ireland -

a troubled past

Northern Ireland has had a history dominated by sectarian conflict. The conflict
Increased in in the late 1960s and the tension turned into violence, which continued
until the late 1990s. This period of time is known as ‘The Troubles’.

1

Northern Ireland was created in 1920 by the
Government of Ireland Act. The Act granted home
rule to Ireland, apart from six counties in the north
east. The population there included many Protestant
descendants of Scottish and English settlers and
these people opposed the idea of home rule. When
the Northern Irish Parliament opened in the capital,
Belfast, in 1921, it was dominated by Unionists
(mostly Protestant) who supported the union with
Britain. In the decades that followed, the Catholic
community faced a lot of social discrimination and
tension between the two communities built up.

In the late 1960s, the Catholic community started to
campaign strongly for equal rights and Protestant
loyalists (loyal to the British Crown) responded
with counter-protests. The tension soon turned into
violence and, in 1969, the British Government sent
soldiers into the country. The violence escalated and
in 1972, Northern Ireland’s Parliament was suspended
and direct rule was imposed from London.

During the 1970s, 1980s and early 1990s paramilitary
groups carried out violent campaigns. The IRA (Irish
Republican Army) was responsible for bomb and gun
attacks in Britain and Northern Ireland that targeted
police, soldiers, politicians and civilians. Loyalist
paramilitary groups responded with a campaign of
violence against the Catholic community. During
‘The Troubles’ over 3,600 peoplé-died, most of them
civilians. i :

In the early 1990s, negotiations took place between
political parties and the governments of the UK and
Ireland. After several years of talks, the IRA and loyalist
paramilitary groups agreed on a ceasefire and in 1998
the Good Friday Agreement was signed. This was
the first step in the long road towards peace which
culminated in the Irish elections in March 2007.



