
#BLACK LIVES MATTER 
 

1. The movement explained in a video (warning, some graphic images) 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-07-14/what-is-black-lives-matter 

2. « What is Black Lives Matter ? » by Si Rosenbaum, July 14th 2016. 

“The phrase ‘Black Lives Matter’ originated in 2013 with the community organizers Opal 

Tometi, Alicia Garza, and Patrisse Cullors as a Twitter hashtag to protest the killing of Trayvon Martin 

by a community watch volunteer in Florida. When another black teenager, Michael Brown, was fatally 

shot by a police officer in Missouri the following year, the three women turned the words into an 

activist network, organizing protests across the country. The phrase has come to refer to a national 

movement of many groups and individuals with a broad range of social-justice concerns, all focused on 

law enforcement’s use of deadly force against black Americans… The politics surrounding Black Lives 

Matter are explosive. Opponents range from those who say it paints police in general as racist, adding 

to the danger they face on the job, to those who seek to portray it as suggesting only black lives matter.” 

   While the U.S. government doesn't keep a comprehensive count of shootings by officers—a lapse FBI 

Director James Comey has called "embarrassing and ridiculous"—an ongoing Washington Post tally 

puts the number of people fatally shot by police since the beginning of last year at 1,502, with 24 

percent of them, and half the 100 who were unarmed, black. Black people represent 13 percent of the 

U.S. population. That makes an unarmed black person five times as likely to be killed by a police officer 

as an unarmed white person. 

3. Key moments of the Black Lives Matter movement: 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-07-14/black-lives-matter-timeline/7585856  

4. « Black teens experience racial discrimination five times a day on 

average, study finds ». By Annie Reneau, 7th July 2020. 
 https://www.upworthy.com/black-teens-in-u-s-experience-racial-discrimination-five-times-a-day-on-average-study-finds  
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