How would you define detective stories?

Detective fiction is a genre of writing where a detective or an investigator (amateur, professional or
retired) works to solve a crime, often a murder. The audience is challenged to solve the crime by the
clues provided before the detective reveals the answer at the end of the novel.

In the beginning of the novel, a crime is introduced and it often seems like the perfect crime. The
detective works to gather clues and may, at times, seem like he or she is making mistakes or may even
seem inept. In some novels, the wrong person is accused based on just a little evidence. Eventually, the
detective begins to piece together the crime and, usually because of some unexpected event, the
detective solves the crime and finds the guilty culprit.

This genre began around the same time as speculative fiction and other genre fiction in the mid-
nineteenth century and has remained extremely popular, particularly in novels. Some of the most
famous heroes of detective fiction include C. Auguste Dupin, Sherlock Holmes, and Hercule Poirot.
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< Masters of suspense
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“ What is needed to create a perfect detective story?

SETTING CHARACTERS PLOT

“ Read the 3 extracts carefully and fill the table below :

Doc 1: ‘Til Death, by Ed.Mc Bain, 1959.
Doc 2 : The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon, 2003.
Doc 3 : Dying Time by Willam .J Caunitz, 1996.

Typical ingredieznts Document 1 Document 2 Document 3
of murder stories

Victim

Suspect(s)

Motive

Time of the crime

Place where the body
was found

Murder weapon

Clues

Person who found the
body

Details about the body

Who is investigating ?

Alibi

Witness(es)

Murderer




Documents de travail :
= DOC. 1 : 'Til Death (E. Mc Bain) dans le manuel Projects 2" 2007 page 124

= DOC 2 : The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time (M. Haddon), Projects
2nde page 125

DOC 3 : Dying Time (W. J. Caunitz), Projects 2nde page 125

DOC 4 : Desperately seeking Fayleepy (P. Wentworth)

DOC 5 : Cruel and Unusual (P. Cornwell)

DOC 6 : A Logical Mind ( A. Conan Doyle)

DOC 7 : Meeting at Midnight (Guy Belleranti)

DOC 8 : Two Little Girls in Blue (M. Higgins Clark)

DOC 9 : Heartstones (R. Rendell)



