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òLondon particularó



London. [é]  Implacable November weather. [é]  Smoke lowering down from chimney-pots, 
making a soft black drizzle, with flakes of  soot in it  as big as full -grown snowflakes ð gone into 
mourning, one might imagine, for the death of  the sun. [é] Foot passengers, jostling one 
anotherõs umbrellas in a general infection of  ill -temper, and losing their foot-hold at street 
corners, where tens of  thousands of  other foot passengers have been slipping and sliding since 
the day broke (if  the day ever broke)é

      Charles Dickens, Bleak House, 1852.



It  was a foggy day in London, and the fog was heavy and dark. Animate London, with smarting eyes and 

irritated lungs, was blinking,  wheezing, and choking; inanimate London was a sooty spectre, divided in 

purpose between being visible and invisible, and so being wholly neither. [é] Even in the surrounding 

country it  was a foggy day, but there the fog was grey, whereas in London it was, at about the boundary 

line, dark yellow, and a little  within  it  brown, and then browner, and then browner until  at the heart of  the 

City ð which call Saint Mary Axe ð it  was rusty-black.

       Charles Dickens, Our Mutual Friend, 1865.
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òKiller fogó
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BRITAINõS
MEGACITY



Year
Greater London 

Population

Inner London 

Population

Outer Boroughs 

Population

1901 6,506,889 4,536,267 1,970,622

1921 7,386,755 4,484,523 2,902,232

1939 8,615,050 4,013,400 4,601,650

1951 8,196,807 3,681,552 4,515,255

1971 7,368,693 2,959,315 4,409,378

1991 6,679,699 2,504,451 4,175,248

2001 7,172,036 2,765,975 4,406,061

2009 7,753,200 3,061,000 4,692,200




















